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It’s no surprise that this is a tough election year for 
Democrats. A!er two huge elections, when they gobbled up 
control of both houses of Congress and the White House, it’s 
hard to keep the momentum going. "e state of the economy 
and the size of the federal de#cit furthers the Democrats’ 
plight, both of which we can attribute to Republican leadership 
in the White House and Congress. Leading the charge against 
the Democrats, and, for that matter, many Republicans, are 
the Tea Partiers. 

Americans, not feeling the e$ect of narrowly passed laws 
that somehow avoided a Republican #libuster, are frustrated 
with the government. So with this frustration, things were 
looking good for Republicans in the midterm elections. 

Many political pundits believed Republicans could create a 
sweeping election and would take back both Houses. A funny 
thing happened. Unlike in 1994, when Gingrich proposed his 
Contract with America, there was no mainstream Republican 
who took control of the party. Despite many e$orts, no one #t 
the pro#le.

And then, all of a sudden, the Tea Party bursts on the 
scene to #ll the void of a Republican leader. "eir rhetoric 
seems to make perfect sense. Who doesn’t want to stop taxes 
and go “back to the Constitution”? But their argument for a 
limited interpretation of the Constitution and a small federal 

government feels dated. Didn’t Je$erson 
and Hamilton have this argument, 

like, 200 years ago? We cannot 
oversimplify the Constitution. If we 
do, our government will cease to 
exist. Where in the Constitution, 
for example, does it create federal 
agencies like Homeland Security 
and FEMA? In fact, Je$erson, who 
was for the strict interpretation, 
realized that it needed to be read 

loosely when he purchased 
Louisiana. I’m sure most Tea 
Partiers realize this, but they 
throw the plea to go back to 
the Constitution because it 

sounds good.
What the Tea Party is really 

doing is pushing the moderates 
out of the Republican Party. 
"ey are shooting themselves 
in the foot by fragmenting their 

party before the general election. 
Let’s explore a few instances in which the Tea Party has 

greatly hurt the Republicans. Nevada and Delaware looked 
like locks for Republicans takeover. In Nevada, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D) was polling in the low 30s 
for approval just a few months ago. Seeing this, a wave of 
Republicans rushed to run against him and presumably win 
the seat. Sharon Angle, backed by the Tea Party, pulled an 
upset in the primary. Her extreme views and commentary, like 
her mocking of those with autism, turned o$ an incredible 
number of voters. Because of this, she depleted her lead into 
what is a statistical dead-heat, with each candidate polling at 
48 percent.

Another prime example of Tea Party gone wrong is in 
Delaware, where Christine O’Donnell (R)—yes, the one who 
“dabbled in witchcra!” and claimed evolution is a myth—
won a Tea Party-supported primary. But instead of winning 
by a landslide, she trails in the polls by nearly 15 percent. 
When a polling company asked focus groups who they would 
vote for if the moderate Republican were on the ballot, the 
moderate Republican would win by 10 percent. Democrats 
should be down on their knees praying for more candidates 
like O’Donnell. 

Midterms aside, the Republicans are having an extreme 
identity crisis and need to do some soul searching. Do 
they want to become the party of Sarah Palin, Christine 
O’Donnell, and Basil Marceaux? If you haven’t heard of Basil, 
he’s well worth a YouTube visit. A party cannot stand with a 

contradictory message. For example, if they strictly read the 
Constitution, they would not interfere with the building of 
a mosque on private property. If this new Republican Party 
is for balancing budgets, are they seriously proposing going 
$700 billion further into debt by extending the Bush tax cuts? 
"ese are just a few of the contradictions that undermine the 
party’s message.

In the end, the Tea Party boxes out moderates. About 30 
percent of Americans identify as being independent. "ese 
are the voters that swing elections one way or another. "ey 
elected Bush in ’04 and Obama in ’08. Right now, they are 
being forced to vote for a lesser of two evils, which, most of 
the time, is a more moderate Democrat. So thank you, Tea 
Partiers. Because of you, I believe Democrats will hold on to 
both Houses with slim majorities this election season. "at’s a 
cause to party like its 1776. 
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the Left

Students learned about drug and alcohol 
education from Wellness Collaborative. 
Previously, the school used the Freedom 
from Chemical Dependency Program 
(FCD) at the Upper School and Middle 
School. BB&N had used the FCD program 
for “more than two decades,” according to 
Tenth Grade Dean Peggy Payne.

“We were looking for a change,” says 
Counselor Doug Neuman. “The old 
system, FCD, provided two educators, and 
this year we have one person doing all the 
work,” he says.

“A model that included more social 
and emotional learning, more stress 
management and relaxation techniques, 
and more reflection on the ‘why’ of 
substance use rather than just the ‘what’ 
and ‘how’ seemed appealing,” Mr. Neuman 
adds.

Will Slotnick, an educator for Wellness 
Collaborative, came to the Upper School 
for the weeks of September 12 and 19. 
According to Slotnick, who has taught 
drug education for 20 years, his classes 
integrate a wellness method to drug and 
alcohol prevention through techniques 
that prevent  stress.

Many students appreciated Slotnick’s 
personal approach to the topic of drug 
and alcohol education.

“He doesn’t just try to scare you and tell 
you that if you smoke weed once, you’re 
going to die,” says Brendan O’Neil ’13. 
Slotnick says these scare tactics have been 
proven to be ineffective. 

“Exaggerated messages and failure to 
provide truthful information often backfire 
when teens have access to contrary information and 
experience…I try to make it interactive and really discussion 
based,” Slotnick says.

The classes’ distinct style kept students involved. “You 
share ideas and stories instead of one person shooting facts 
at you,” says Katie Blenko ’13.

Many juniors had similar responses to the program. “He 
introduced more realistic concepts regarding stress, school, 
and athletics in relation to drug and alcohol use,” says 
Carolyn Kwon ’12.

Slotnick’s use of a meditation as stress management 
resonated with several students, including Harry Posner ’12. 
“The stress relief and meditation techniques really helped. I 
felt seriously chilled out,” he says. 

The sophomore and junior classes were handled in 
different ways. “The juniors got a little more focus on 
intervention strategies, as this issue becomes more relevant 
as you get older,” says Slotnick. “Because I met with the 
sophomores four times and in smaller groups—as opposed 
to twice in large groups with the juniors—we got to go into 
more detail with each subject matter.”

Teachers had to rearrange students’ schedules to fit these 
classes into the daily routine. 

“It is always a challenge to add something into the 
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sophomores’ already busy schedules. It took a little creativity 
on our parts, but it seems to be working well,” says Ms. Payne.

According to some students, these classes merit the 
rearranged schedule. “I think it is a worthwhile thing to do. 
Having it instead of a class makes it less stressful,” says Lisa 
Cohn ’12.

Slotnick will also work with eighth-grade students in 
November and seventh graders in March.

 “The program there will be based on the% stress 
management/substance abuse prevention model but will 
be developmentally appropriate for that age group. Middle 
schoolers have much less experience with these issues, so 
they will be getting information that is more relevant to 
where they are at this point in their lives,” says Slotnick. 

Mr. Neuman has high expectations for the results of this 
program. “I hope that students will be reflective on the 
choices they make, when and how to help a friend, and what 
each person needs to live a balanced life,” he says.

“[I hope] to have a more coordinated approach to drug 
and alcohol education across all three campuses,” Mr. 
Neuman says. “Additionally, [I want] to have an education 
specialist who really becomes connected to our community 
in a substantive and ongoing way, not just someone who 
comes in for four days and then is gone,” he says.
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A “Why does the date change every year?”!
HORN!to Yom Kippur falling on a week-
end—and not giving us a day o$.

A “Did summer really happen?”!HORN!
to the countless tests we’ve had this month.

A “Let’s hang out with the Shady Hill 
kids while we wait” HORN!to the 
long lunch line being longer with fresh-
men back from Bivouac.
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So thank you, Tea Partiers. Because of you, 
I believe Democrats will hold on to both 
Houses with slim majorities this election 
season. "at’s a reason to party like it’s 1776.

of those ideas out,” he says. “It feels like this is a place 
where there are lots of amazing ideas and lots of amazing 
stories.”

Many students say they enjoy Mr. Theobald’s presence at 
the Upper School.

“He seems like a great guy,” says Mike Henkse ’12. “His 

thoughts in the morning really get me thinking.”
“Mr. Theobald is a breath of fresh air for the school,” says 

Andrew Little ’12.
Just like the freshmen, Mr. Theobald had trouble finding 

his way around at first. He recalls, “The nice thing about 
being here in July was that when I got lost, not a lot of people 
were here to see me get lost.”

He says, “I get to see lots and lots of people every day. Lots 
and lots of activities, shows and games, and plays. Everyday. 
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Will Slotnick used meditation as a way to combat the stress of high school.
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